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Saiwen Zhao: Flicker, flame, flare

Beneath the soft moonlight,
upon the vast earth,
paper is burning.
 
The flame begins its performance in the air--
a sudden pirouette, a soaring cabriole.
 
Lives,
born here, flourishing here.
Lives,
vanishing here.

With the flame’s bravura,
paper turns into sparks of the mortal realm,
rising towards the realm of the sky.

It is fading away,
yet the heart remembers.
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